
CITY OF MCCEARY
Regular City Council Meeting

January 27, 2010

REGULAR MEETING Called to order by Mayor Dent

FLAG SALUTE The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM with the Flag Salute.

ROLL CALL Councilmember's Ator, Boling, Schiller, and Lant. 

ABSENT All present. One vacancy remains on the council.

STAFF PRESENT City Attorney Dan Glenn, City Clerk/Treasurer Collins, Police Chief Crumb, Engineer Nick

Bird, Public Facilities Manager Todd Baun, and staff members Christiane Mercer, and Colin

Mercer.

MINUTES APPROVED It was moved by Councilmember Boling and seconded by Councilmember Ator to approve the

minutes from the January 10, 2010 meeting. Motion Carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT Jeff Geer spoke regarding the open Council vacancy and he wanted to let everyone know that

if chosen, he would do what he feels is in the best interest of the city, with honor and integrity. 

MAYOR'S REPORT The audit exit conference involved concerns over in-house management regarding control of

the handling of City money. These issues were addressed in a letter to the auditor and internal

controls were put into place. A letter we received today stated the State Auditors Office has

agreed to give us two years before the next audit, which saves the City money.

The Mayor met with the Chamber of Commerce and had a good meeting and encouraged

everyone to attend a Chamber meeting.

The Mayor met with the City's labor consultants to review the current labor contracts. 

The entire city will have a 15-hour power outage on February 20 starting at midnight.

Mayor Dent will be meeting with the Mark Reed Hospital Administrator to discuss the possible

hospital move to Elma. 

The Mayor has been looking over the financials for the City. Some funds are in bad shape

when comparing them to the beginning cash availability since 2006. Other funds are looking

fine. The Mayor wants the citizens to know that money is not in as good of shape as

anticipated.

The new city Councilmember's are encouraged to obtain an email address from the City

instead of using their private one. If they use a private email address to send and receive

emails, along with City business, their privacy could be compromised in the event there is a

request for records that may be part of an email relating to city business. Attorney Glenn

stated that he and City Clerk Collins attended training yesterday on public records requests

and it was advised that the best practice for city councilmember's is to have a dedicated email

address through the city. This will separate city business from personal business and maintain

the privacy of the councilmember's and their personal emails. The city staff will work on

preparing email addresses for the new councilmember's. WCIA gave a scholarship to both

Dan and Wendy to attend the training for free.

The Parametrix lawsuit is settled after a long period of meeting and negotiating. They agreed

to accept the offer the city offered.

Mr. Gravatt filed a claim against the city for a flooding issue but would not sign an easement.

The city requires Mr. Gravatt to sign the easement because we need to have legal access to

his property to correct the problem. The city is going to write a letter to Mrs. Moore to address

her flooding issue at the same time.

MOTION TO SIGN LEMAY'S 

CONTRACT

The latest draft for the garbage contract is in the packet to review. The Council decided to

move forward. It was moved by Councilmember Boling, seconded by Councilmember Lant to

sign the contract between Lemay's and the City for garbage service. Motion Carried.



MOTION TO APPROVE THE 

APPOINTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WORKS DIRECTOR

The Mayor asked the Council to approve the appointment of Nick Bird as the Director of

Public Works for the City. If appointed, Mr. Bird would start around the 15th of February.

Discussion regarding clarification of duties took place. This position would be different than

the previous City Administrator and would not be involved as deeply in the city financials, as

this will be the responsibility of the Mayor. It was moved by Councilmember Boling, seconded

by Councilmember Ator to appoint Nicholas Bird as Director of Public Works. Roll Call taken.

Motion Carried.

ABANDONED VEHICLES Councilmember Boling spoke regarding the park and ride lot. He spoke with Chief Crumb

regarding a vehicle that was left on the lot, which was packed with garbage. He stated he has

heard from residents that would like a sign posted stating "no overnight parking". The city has

to be sensitive to the fact that there are people who camp there during Bear Festival and

others that use it for long periods of time, which are legitimate uses. The city could consider

passing something stating parking is allowed for longer stays if they have prior approval. Staff

will discuss possible solutions. 

MOTION TO DONATION  TO 

BATES TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Councilmember Lant stated the Fire Department has several sets of bunker fire gear that does 

not meet protection requirements and cannot be used as surplus. He stated it's out of

compliance and has no dollar value. He is suggesting the equipment be donated to Bates

Technical College. City staff will need to be provided a list with serial numbers of all

equipment being donated. It was moved by Councilmember Lant, seconded by

Councilmember Boling to donate the equipment to Bates Technical College. Motion Carried. 

MOTION TO PAY VOUCHERS It was moved by Councilmember Boling, seconded by Councilmember Lant to sign the

vouchers. Motion Carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT Councilmember Boling is concerned over future votes on a new fire station with two

Councilmembers on the council being active firemen. The Attorney stated there is not an

economical interest for the councilmembers so there won't be a problem.

Councilmember Lant stated he was approached by members of the community regarding the 

new layout of the council chambers. They did not like the new seating arrangement because 

there are members of the council who's backs are to the audience. He would like to see the 

seating arrangement changed so the citizens can see the faces of the Councilmembers. The 

Mayor stated he also heard a similar comment from a member of the media. The Mayor set 

the chambers up in the traditional way it was set in 1943. 

ADJOURNMENT At 7:50 pm, it was moved by Councilmember Boling seconded by Councilmember Lant to 

adjourn the meeting. Motion Carried.


