
CITY OF McCLEARY 
October 22, 2008 

Public Hearing – 2009 Proposed Revenues 
Regular Council Meeting 

 
The Public Hearing on 2009 Proposed Revenues, including Property  
Tax estimates, was called to order at 6:30 PM.  Administrator Nutley 
gave a power point presentation on the revenue forecasts.  The hearing 
was closed at 6:40 PM. 
 
The regular meeting of the McCleary City Council was called to order 
at 7:00 PM with the flag salute.   
 
Roll Call:  Wallace Bentley, Mayor 
                  Council Members:  Hays, Lake, Boling and Vatne 
 
Staff Present:  Administrator Nutley, Attorney Chris Coker, Clerk- 
                        Treasurer Rostedt, Facilities Manager Baun,  
                        Water/Wastewater Manager Merryman, and Engineer 
                        John Hinton of Gray & Osborne 
                     
 
It was moved by Councilman Boling, seconded by Councilman Vatne, 
to excuse Councilman Vessey.  Carried. 
 
It was moved by Councilman Vatne, seconded by Councilman Boling, 
to approve the minutes as distributed.  Carried. 
 
Under public comment, Vernon Ross addressed the Council regarding 
the City’s recent vacation of property in the alley behind Beck Street.  
He questioned City ownership of the property vacated.  He and John 
Carnell (the previous owner) believe that he (Mr. Ross) owns the 
property.  He said he has had a survey done which he says will 
confirm his ownership.  Upon his return from a trip, he was told about 
that the Council had granted a  property vacation to Mr. and Mrs. Greg 
Arndt.  Mr. Ross gave written information to the Mayor and Council.  
He asked that the City not move ahead on the issue until further 
research is done.  Administrator Nutley said when she heard about the 
problems involved, she stopped any further action by the City, i.e., the 
recording of the vacation.  She said the City will continue to research 
this issue and will keep all informed.   
 
Former Councilwoman Pam Ator asked questions about the Proposed 
2009 Budget and voiced some concerns about possible expenditures in 
the new year. 
 
Busse reported that the water rate study currently being done by FCS 
Group is just about complete and she will share the results with the 
Council as soon as the study is complete.   
 
Mayor Bentley reported that he received a letter from Michael Lant 
stating the he is interested in being appointed to the vacant position on   
the McCleary Civil Service Commission.   It was moved by 
Councilman Boling, seconded by Councilman Vatne, to confirm the 
Mayor’s appointment of Michael Lant to the Civil Service 
Commission.  Carried. 
 
Administrator Nutley reported on the following: 
 

1) At their last meeting the Planning Commission took up the 
issue of sidewalks.  They have asked staff to do an inventory of 
streets, including issues such as width, etc. 



 
2) The City did not get the NOVA grant applied for, but the City 

will reapply. 
 

3) Engineer Hinton spoke with the Council regarding possible 
utility  grants that may be available for street improvements.  
Through COG is a TIB grant that the City could apply for.  It 
would require 15% matching funds from the City.  Mr. Hinton 
went on to say that a Federal STP grant could be used as the 
15% dovetail with the TIB grant.  It was moved by Councilman 
Boling, seconded by Councilwoman Lake, to authorize the 
Mayor to apply for the STP grant.  Carried. 

 
4) Bids will be on the next agenda to replace the fire siren which 

was damaged during the winter storm the end of 2007. 
 

5) Before the Council meeting on November 12, a public hearing 
will be held at 6:00 PM to allow public comment and ask 
questions regarding the Simpson Avenue sidewalk design 
which is 85% complete.  Residents on Simpson Avenue will be 
notified of the meeting. 

 
Bid calls went out to The Daily World and the Vidette to serve as 
McCleary’s official newspaper.  Only one bid was received.  It was 
moved by Councilman Vatne, seconded by Councilman Boling to 
award the bid to The Vidette at $8.35 per inch for Open Rate, and 
$7.85 per inch for Electronic Rate.  Carried. 
 
As information in the Water System Plan is refined in development of 
new water rates, it appears additional unanticipated work needs to be 
done by Gray & Osborne   It was moved by Councilman Boling, 
seconded by Councilman Vatne, to authorize the Mayor to sign 
Addendum 5 of the contract with Gray & Osborne in an amount not to 
exceed $1,750.00.  Carried. 
 
A request has been received from the Washington State Patrol to sign a 
new contract to allow the City to be reimbursed for any work our 
firefighters might do if mobilized in an emergency.  It was moved by 
Councilman Vatne, seconded by Councilman Boling, to authorize the 
Mayor to sign the agreement.  Carried. 
 
The Children’s Advocacy Center provides the City with up to 87 hours 
per year for any and all investigations, interviews, etc., for child 
physical and sexual abuse cases.  The proposed agreement is identical 
to our existing contact with a cost of $4,000.00 for 2009.  It was 
moved by Councilman Vatne, seconded by Councilman Boling, to 
authorize the Mayor to sign the 2009 agreement with Children’s 
Advocacy.  Carried. 
 
It was moved by Councilman Vatne, seconded by Councilman Boling, 
to approve the vouchers as audited.  Carried. 
 
Mayor Bentley thanked Administrator Nutley for all the work she has 
put into the 2009 Proposed Budget.   
 
It was moved by Councilman Vatne, seconded by Councilman Boling, 
to hold an executive session on personnel for approximately 10 
minutes.  Carried. 
 
It was moved by Councilman Vatne, seconded by Councilman Boling, 
that the meeting be adjourned.  Carried. 


